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| Reveren Sir, 


- 


N your laſt Pamphlet intituled, The Condition and 

| Example of our bleſſed Saviour vindicated, &c. P. 5 5, 

56, 57, 58. yorrſay that © hzr Lordſhip (the Biſhop 

* of Bangor) nut content to oppoſe what is wrong, Suffers his 
© Zeal to carry him into very unjuſtifiavie Extremes. 
1. * Becauſe ſome have laid too much ſtreſs upon a 

regular Succeſfion of the Clergy, and confined the 


Validity of che Goſpel Inſtitutions to it, without al- 
* lowing for Cafes even of Neceſſity; 


Therefore 1 * 

* His Lordſhip, not troubling himſelf to conſider what 
regard ought to be paid to a regular @ucceſſion, 
and what not; calls it ia contempt, Che Inbention of 
Men, Wain Words, Miceties, Crifles, Dreams. 


2. Becauſe ſome have claimed ſuch a Power of Ex- 
communication as is indeed inconſiſtent with the Terms 
* of the Goſpel, and the Reaſon of Man 


6: Therefore, 0 | | 
* His Lordſhip, not concerning himſelf to ſhew the true 


_ © Uſe of Excommunication in the Church of Chriſt, and 
| = - © thereby 
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thereby to ſhut out all falſe Claims; exhorts all 

* Chriſtians to act, without any regard to the Out 
* cries of human terror, or the ſolemn denuncia⸗ 
tions of any Wen upon Earth; aad repreſents 
human benedictions, human abſolutions, human 
© denunciations, human excommunicattons, as 
* human engines permitted io work for a while (like 

other evils) by Providence. | 


- Becauſe ſome claim an unwarrantable Power to 
* the Governours in the Church, over particular Members, 

; Therefore, 5 8 : . 5 | 

His Lordſhip, not endeavouring to fhew the. juſt li- 
* mits of Church Power; declares there is no Power in 
* the Church, That no one of Chriſt's Subjects, moze 
than another, hath authority —to judge, cenſure, 
or puniſh the Servants of another Maſter, in 
— 88 9 relating purely to Conſcience and. Sal- 
vation. mm | . 


4. Becauſe ſome claim an unjuſtifiable Authority 
to impoſe Articles of Faith, and their own Interpretations 


of the Seripture for ſuch, on the Chriſtian People. 
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© His Lordſhip, not conſidering that many Chriſtians 
* cannot read, that more of them cannot Tead the 8 ip - 
* tures without an interpreter, affirms,” with relpect to 
« all Chriſtians equally, That the Scriptures in neceſ- 
0 


ſary Points NEED NO JN TERUPRETER. - 
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8. Becauſe the Authority of the Magiſtrate in mat- 


tors of ig gligion has been often abuſed; and Perſecutions 
rrryed on by the pretence of it. 


Therefore, 


22 we me 2 41 


jon can belt tell. But I do not in the leaſt wonde 
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© Therefore, | 
His Lordſhip, not endeavouring to ſtate the Juſt li- 
* mits of the Civil Authority in this Matter; affirms, 


that there is no ſuch Authority, and that if any Men 
6 be | 
© of 


on Earth have a right to add to the Sancttons 
Chriſt's Laws—they are ſo far VBings in 
© his ſtead, and reign in their own Bingdom, and 
not in his, i. e. as he explains it himſelf in his Ser- 
* mon, they ſo far take Chriſts kingdom out of his 
hands, and place in their own. 


6. Becauſe it had been urged to the Biſhop, that 
* Temporal Encouragements, when rightly applied, do 


promote true Religion. 


© Therefore, — F 

* HisLordſhip, rather than allow Temporal'encourage-* 
e ments, when applied in the beſt manner, to be of any 
© ſervice to true Religion, frames a NE W defittitfon ox 
»Religton, on 1 to throw out Temporal encou- 
ragements, and affirms, That the Belief of another 
World is what alone renders our beſt actions, Re- 


| © ligion from whence they flow; and fzom whence, 


when they do not flow, they ceaſe to be Religion. 


How very unjuſtiſiable Extreams ſoever volt, and 


molt of the Clergy may call his Lordſhip's Opinions; 
yet moſt of us Laymen are ſo fully ſatisfied with his 
Lordſhip's Reaſons, particularly in his anſwer to the Re- 


port, that we are ſo far from thinking them very unjultifi- 


able Extreames, that we think them very juſtifiable 
and foundDoctrines, Who thoſe SOME are, I ſuppoſe 
rg that you 
ſb _ F#: Mould 
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ſhould call them very unjulttfable Extreames, who, i in 
1 your Report, and other late Pamphlets have maintain d 
* ſome Doctrines that ſavour very mach of Popery; and 
| therefore mult diſlike every Doctrine that afſerts the Libei- 


| ty of the Lait y againſt Spiritual and Church Tyranny, 


L If theſe Opinions of my Lord of Bangor ſcem to you | 
F to be very unjultifiable Extreames, I believe you will 
F be at a loſs what to call the four any, Propoſitions, 
Y which, I think, I can maintain. 


Firſt ; That a regular uninterrupted Suceefſion of 
the Clergy in no wiſe neceſſary io make them Succeſſors to 


#he Apoſtles as to the Doctrines the: 1 fraught. 


Secondly : > That tho & regnlar un interrupted Huc⸗ 
ceſſion of the Clergy could be demonſirgted ; het that the 
Clergy cannot ſucceed the Apoſtles in the Pawery they were 
inveſted with; and that what Power ſoever the Clergy have, 


2 Z &- they have it from the LAWS Off TPE LAND ON LT. 


F - Thirdly ; That the Malidity of all thoſe ATions, 525 2 

| Clergy claim as belonging to them Jure Divino, doth not 
depend upon their being done by ſuch an Oraer of Men, but 
upon another account, whereby they mould be ag Walid 
if done by a Lay- Man. „ 


Lattly; - That the Ordination of the C MED ir but a Le- 
gal * Ban Qualtſication to OR admini 4 the 
Sacrament, pray, Kc. 


Firſt, That a regular uninterrupted Succeſſion of | 
the Clerg is in no Wiſe neceſſary to make them Succeſſors to 


the Apoſtles as, to the Doctrines the Cai — 
10 


1 
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To make a Man a Succeſſor to the Apoſtles ag to the 
Doctrines the Apoſtles taught, in my poor opinion, it is 
only necet{ary that he teach the ſame Doctrines they 
taught; for if he teach a Doctrine contradicłkory to theirs, 
he is not then their Succeſſor in point of Doctrine; if he 
teach a Docttine they never taught, he is then a- Teacher 
of a. New Doctrine, and got their Succe ſſor. And it is 
very plain by the Church of Rome, who pretends ſhe can 
trace the Succeſſion of her Clergy uninterruptediy vp 
to the Apoſtles, but teaches at the ſame time Doctrines re- 
pug uant to thoſe the Apoſtles taught, that the Clergy. 
may be in & regular uninterupted Succeſſion from 
the Apoſtles, and yet zo: teach the Doctrines the Apoſtles 
taught: So that a. regular uninterrupted Succeſ- 
ſion of the Clergy is in no Wife a neceſſary Qualification 
for them to preach the ſame Doctrines the Apoſtles taught, 
or any Proof that they do ſo: But Sinceritp, i my 


poor opinion, is the chiefeſt, if not the only Qualification to 
make a Man teach the Doctrines the Apoſtles taught, 
and ſo their Succeſior. - FE A 


Secondly, That tho & regular uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion of the Clergy could be demonſtrated ; yet that the Cler- 


gy cannot ſucceed the Apojtles in the Powers . were inveſted 
with; and that what Power ſoever the Clergy have, they have 


it from the L AwS O F T DE. LA ND 0 N IT 


As to the firſt part of this Propoſition, That tho I. 


_ | regular uninterrupted Succeſſion of the Clergy could 


be dt monſtrated, yet that the Clergy cannot fucceed the A- 
| poſtles in the Powers they were 8 with: Surely the 
| Clergy will not preſume to ſuccee A 

extraordinary Powers our Saviour inveſted them with at 


the Apoſtles in thoſe © 


— 


his 


. e 
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his Aſcenſion into Heaven, as the * Fathers did, May} 
Ch. 16. v. 16, 17, 18. In my name they ſball caſt out Devils, 
they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues, they ſhall take up Serpents, 
d if they drink any deadly thing it ſhall not hurt them, they 
6541 lay hands on the ſick, and they ſhall recover ; for theſe 
Powers were given them that the Goſpel might thereby be 
propogated the ſpeedier, and the Heathen be induced the 
fooner to embrace it, and therefore were only temporg- 
rp, as the Experience of about ſixteen hundred years de- 
monſtrates, Miracles having ceaſed ſo long ago: But if 
the Clergy will pretend to theſe Powers, let them ſhew 
they are inveſted with them, by doing what our Saviour 
impowered the Apoſtles to do, and we of the Laity will 
ſubmit: If they cannot ſhew this, they muſt not take it 
ill if we deny them thoſe Powers. | 


As to the other part of the Propofition, That what 
Power ſoever the Clergy have, they have it from the LAWS 


Of THE LAND ONLY: This ſeems to me to be 


but a neceſſary Conſequence of the former part; for if the 


Clergy receive no Powers from the Apoſtles, and yet they 


are inveſted with Powers, they muſt conſequently receive 


them from the Laws of the Land ONLY, becauſe 


they can receive them from nothing elſe: And this is ſo 


undeniable, that it would be loſs of time to go about to 
prove it; for the Power of the Convocation, of the Arch- 
biſhop down to the Curate, and of the Eccleſiaſtical 


Courts is by the Laws of the Land O /V LT. 


Thirdly, That the Malidity of al! the Actions that the 
Clergy claim as belonging to them Jure Divino, doth not 
depend upon their being done by ſuch an Order of Men, but 
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upon another account, whereby they would be As Valid 
if done by a Lady Man. „ | 


Paptizing, adminiſtring the Sacrament and Praying 
publickly are the three principal Actions, which none but 
the Clergy are permitted to do: But the Ualtdity of 
:!| theſe actions depends not in the leaſt upon their 
being done by a Clergyman, bui ONLY upon the due 
Preparation and Diſpoſition of him to whom Bap- 
tiſm and the Sacrament are-a&miniſtred, and the de bout 
heart of him who prays. Thus where a grown up Per- 
| ion is baptized, his being made 2 Chriſtizz depends upon 
his previous Belief of the Goſpel; for tho he were 
baptized, yet if he believes not he would be no CH iſtiau 
in the ſight of God; for he who firſt believeth, and after 
that is baptized ſhall be ſaved, and et he who only is 
baptized, bur doth not believe: Thus where a Man 
receiveth the Sacrament, it he come not with a due pre- 
paration of mind, tho an Archbiſhop give him the Bread and 
Wine, yet che receives not thereby any benefit of the 
Death of our Saviour: Thus the Acceptableneſs of the 
Prayers that the Miniſter puts up for the Congregation 
depends ONLY upon the Devoutneſg ot his heart, 
and upon NOTHING elſe. | 


If the Malidity of theſe Actions depends ONLY up- 
on the Preparation and Diſpoſition of him ro whom 
they are done, or the devout Heart of him who doth 
them, as it is plain it doth; Why would not theſe Actions 
be, to all intents and purpoſes, as UGalid if done by a 
Lap Man, if the Laws of the Land did not hinder 
Lapmeu from doing them? As the Cauſe of the Ma- 
lidity of theſe Actions demonſtrates a Layman might 
do them, if the Laws of the Land did not forbid it; So 

e C matter 
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matter of Fact demonſtrates a Layman hath done, and 
validly too, what the Clergy claim a Divine Right to. 
Thus St. 4:banaſixs, whilſt a Boy, baptized other boys, 
and this Baptiſm was held valid: Thus in the Infancy 


of Chriſtianity, among the Jewiſh Converts, when they 


celebrated the Paſſover, and other Feltivals, which was 
always done it their private houſes, aad never in the 
Temple or Synagogues, the Maſter of the Family invited his 
Kindred, Neighbours and Friends to Supper; at the cloſe of 
which the Maſter of the Feaſt diſtributed among his Gueſts, 
ſmall pieces of Bread, and having firſt drunk of the Cup, 
delivered itto be handed about; Which was accompanied 
with Thanks to God for having created the Bread and 
Wine, which was followed by a Hymn ſuitable to the oc- 
caſion of the Feaſt, together with the Remembrance of 
Chriſt's Sufferings, he having ordered his Diſciples, that 
as often as they celebrated ſuch Feſtivals, to comme mo- 
rate his Death: And among the Gentile Converts, at 
their Love Feaſts, where the Rich, according to ancient | 
Cuſtom invited the Poor, at the cloſe of them, the Bread 
and Wine were carried round toall the Company, which 
was likewiſe accompanied with a Thankſgiving to God for 
all his Mercies, particularly for that of having given his 
only Son our Saviour to die for the Sins of Mankind: Thus 
* Laymen formerly preach'd, and when one Biſhop was 
offended at ir, two other Biſhops juſtified it as la wful, and 
confirmed it by ſeveral Prefidents: Thus ſome Maſters of 
Families, who, tho they have no Chaplain, yet might 
eaſily have one, pray in their Families, and Fnever jet heard 
that it was ſinful tor them ſo to do: And where is the 
Difference, in the thing it ſelf excluſive of all human 
Laws, between praying in and for a Congregation in one 
place, and piay ing in and for a Congregation in another, 


— — —— 


: X Grotius in his Diſcourſe, An ſemper communicandum per Symbola. D 
+ An Inquiry, Cc. pt. 2. p. 15. | N | 
for 
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for he who prays in and for a Congregation, prays pubs | 


lieg as to that Congregation be it where it will; and 


* and where two or three are gathered together in Chriſt's 
Name there is he in the midſt of them Thus Laymen viſit 
the Sick, and pray by them; and this always allowed to be 
good and valid. 3 1 - | 
Laſtly,T hat the Oꝛdination of the Clergy is but a Legal, 
not Divine Mualification 7 baptiæe, adminiſter the Sa- 
crament, pray, &C | EY 
This Propoſition is but a Concluſion drawn from the 
other three Propoſitions; for if a Clergyman who teaches 


the ſame Doctrine the Apoſtles taught, tho he be not in 


a regular uninterrupted Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, 
is yet compleatly their Succeſſor in point of Dottrine : 


If the Clergy don't ſucceed the Apoſtles in the Powers 
they were inveſted with; and that all the Powers the 
Clergy have, they have them from the Laws of the 


Land ONLY: And if a Layman can as valtdly do 


what the Clergy claim a Dipine Right to do, as the 
Clergy themſelves: What Conclufion then can be drawn, 
but what I have drawn, viz. That the Oꝛdination of che - 
Clergy is but a Legal, not Divine Muaithcatron 70 bap- 


tie, adminiſter the Sacrament, pray, QC. 


Before I conclude, 'it is neceſſary to mention one thing, 


or elſe the omiſſion of it would be a handle for you to 


make a terrible Outcry againſt me; tho I ſhould have 
meant and intended it, tho I had not mention'd it: And 


it is this, That tho l have now endeavoured to prove that 
the whole Body of the Clergy doth, in all reſpects whatſs- 


ever, depend on the Laws of the Land as much as the 
Lewgers, Phyſicians, &c. Yet that J am entirely againſt 
allowing a Liberty to every perſon to baptize, adminiſter - 
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= Wt the Sacrament, pray, &. becauſe it would breed tro | 
Confuſion, and introduce very fatal 15 A 

therefore chat it is very proper that thoſe Actions ſhoy 


"1 


be done by the Clergy only, as having made Church mat- 
ters and Divinity their Study; as pleading at the Bar is 455 
i Priiviiecge of the Lawyers; practiſing Phyſick that of the | 
5 =D fans, becauſe they having made Law and Phyſick their 
Studies, are preſumed better qualified therein than bers 


Iz qqoubt not, Sir, you will ill exclaim againſt theſe pro- 9 
5 oy ſitions as geſtructive to Religion, by taking away tlie 
BE DaizeRightof the Clergy, and makivg them a Crea- 4 
. ture Sol the Laws of the Land: But I (think it will be 
COS. the f aſieſt thing! in the W crid to make the direct contrarx 
appear, viz. that it will be an effectual means t 
HT „s being mankind to * ve / berly, right couſly, Þ 3 
8 te #1 8 and godly inthis preſent world, or in other Þ 
Words, to make mankind be religeousß 
inwardlp,and in the fight of God: and Ido Ae 
owẽ:tdthat pon bropoſition, that my Lord = Baueor's Defini- 
tion of Religion is a NEW DEFINITION OF. RE 
II ION; is entirciy, to ALL JNTENTS ANDY 
.* — DESTRUCTIVE of ALL REIN 
GZON ; repeat it again, that 10xr. Propoſition, that i 
my Lord of Bangor's Dcfiaition of Religion is a NEW 
DEFINITION OF RELIGION, 13 entirely, 
To ALL J2TEN CS AND PUBPOSED, D = 
STRVCTIVE of ALL KELFGIJON. *Y 


r 1 will give Jeu no further trouble at preſeat, but. with 


Middle Temple, Reverend > 
- Feb. Iz. l 
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